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Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Areas (CMSAs), the 36 largest MPO
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The total number of commuters in the United States increased from 116 mil-
lion workers in 1990 to 129 million workers in the year 2000, an 11.4 percent
increase. The most notable decreases in total commuters, 1990 to 2000, are
in the Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, DC, and New York
regions. Significant increases in total commuters are found in the Phoenix,
Las Vegas, Houston, and Dallas-Fort Worth regions. Decreases in the number
of total commuters can be attributed to absolute loss in total population, shifts
in population by age and sex, or declining labor force participation rates. The
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New York Metropolitan Area. The largest MPO regions with the highest transit
shares in 2000 are: New York (36.7%), Boston (13.1%), Washington, DC
(12.4%), Chicago (12.3%), Newark (10.8%) and the San Francisco Bay Area
(9.6%). Brooklyn, New York (Kings County) has the highest transit share of all
U.S. Counties, at 56.8 percent. San Francisco County (30.8%) has the high-
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3. Change in Transit Share of Total Commute (1990 to 2000) Share of Total Commute

The share of U.S. commuters using public transportation in their journey-to-
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to 4.4% in 2000), Portland (6.2% to 7.6%), Newark (9.9% to 10.8%), Boston
(12.4% to 13.1%) and Seattle (6.4% to 7.1%). Significant decreases in transit
shares at the largest MPO level include Chicago (14.4% in 1990 to 12.3% in
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4. Change in Total Transit Commuters (1990 to 2000)

The total number of public transit commuters in the United States declined
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5. Percent Change in Transit Commuters (1990 to 2000)

Percent change in transit commuters generally follows the same pattern as
the absolute change in transit commuters. Data values tend to be amplified in
states, counties and metropolitan areas with a very small number of transit
commuters in the base period. Puerto Rico (-49%), Nebraska (-31%) and
Tennessee (-29%) show the largest percent decrease in transit commuting,
1990 to 2000. Nevada (+134%), South Dakota (+94%) and Oregon (+54%)
show the largest percent increase in transit commuting. (South Dakota transit
commuting increased from 747 to 1,450, and has the lowest number of transit
commuters of all U.S. states.) MPO regions with the largest percent increase
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